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Academic Freedom and Social Responsibility of Academic Research
——Thoughts on Derek Bork’ s* Walking out of the Ivory Tower —Social Responsibilities of the Modern
University” ZHAO Yong—qin
(Hehai University, Nanjing 210098, Jiangsu,China)

Abstract:  Social development calls for universities, which take studies and instructions of profound knowledge as their
duties, to undertake the social responsibilities of academic research as well. How can they do this while maintaining” the
academic freedom” tradition? On the one hand, academic freedom is the fountainhead of the university vigor; on the other hand,
universities are also supposed to shoulder the social responsibilities corresponding with the freedom they enjoy. Derek Bork
proposed that the scholar, the government and the university should play their respective roles in undertaking the social
responsibilities of academic research and maintaining academic freedom. This viewpoint offers some enlightenment to those
universities that are deepening their reforms and moving towards modernization.
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